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/their quarrels cause serious conflict in his own personality. Often
the conflict leads to abnormal or anti-social behavior.
A Viennese psychologist, August Eichhorn, reported that
children in his institution for delinquents came almost entirely
from disrupted or disharmonious homes. La Berta W. Hattwick,
Winnetka child psychologist, found that pre-school children
from calm happy homes behaved cooperatively and showed good
^emotional adjustment. They were remarkably free from jealousy,,
fnervous habits, sulking, and fears. In contrast, children from
homes marked by tension and conflict between parents proved
uncooperative, emotionally insecure, disturbed and given to
jealousy, crying, fears, and nervous habits.
Adults whose personalities were not warped in childhood by
emotionally upset homes tend to have happier marriages. This
was pointed out by Lewis M. Terman and by the University of
Chicago sociologists Ernest W. Burgess and Leonard S. Gottrell.
Happy marriages are commonest among persons whose parents
were happily married.
Parent-Child Relationships
Sigmund Freud pointed but that parents' behavior may bring
about love, anxiety, or hate in a child. Excess parental tender-
ness, he said, "spoils" the child with too much love and often
leads to neurotic diseases later.
More convincing than psychoanalytic observations are data
from large-scale scientific studies showing the correlation be-
tween personality and family factors.
Cyril Burt found defective home discipline among 61% of his
delinquent children and among less than 12% of his comparable
non-delinquent group. August Eichhorn showed that parental
neglect causes behavior problems in children as much as over-
protection does. Delinquency results mainly from parents reject-
ing a child,- not from excessive love, which merely encourages
childishness and immaturity, he pointed out.